
MULTICULTURALISM 
 
belief that nationhood 
includes ethnic groups 
keeping their cultures 
 

 
NEW AUSTRALIAN 
 
popular term for an 
immigrant of non-
English speaking 
background 

 
REFUGEE 
person granted refuge 
in a country after 
fleeing political, 
ethnic or religious 
persecution 

 
5.9 MILLION 
 
the number of people 
who have migrated to 
Australia since 1945 
 

 
POPULATE OR PERISH 
the fear that 
Australia's small 
population would not 
allow adequate defence 
against attack 

 
ARTHUR CALWELL 
 
first Australian 
Minister for 
Immigration 
 

SNOWY MOUNTAIN SCHEME 
 
hydro-electric scheme 
developed to help 
expand our heavy 
industry 
 

 
ASSISTED PASSAGE 
 
a migration scheme that 
allowed people to come 
to Australia cheaply 
 

 
DISPLACED PERSONS 
people who were forced 
to leave their homeland 
during war and because 
of the devastation of 
war 

1945 
 
Department of 
Immigration established 
in Australia 
 



 
BOAT PEOPLE 
refugees that arrived 
in Australia via boat, 
usually from Vietnam 
and South-East Asia 
 

TEMPORARY MIGRANT 
 
workers who come to 
Australia to work or 
study and then return 
to their own country 

 
BENEFITS 
 
expansion in business 
and economy, religious 
and cultural diversity 
 

WHITE AUSTRALIA POLICY 
 
a belief that no Asians 
or blacks should be 
allowed into Australia 
 

ASYLUM SEEKER 
Person who seeks refuge in 
a country after fleeing 
political, ethnic or 
religious persecution or 
intolerable economic 
hardship 

ASSIMILATION 
 
Policy whereby migrants 
had to assume the 
cultural traditions and 
language of their new 
country 

 
1972 
 
Australian withdrawal 
from Vietnam 

1976 
 
Year boat people 
started arriving in 
Australia 

 
1996 
 
Year of many 
immigration reforms 

7.5 MILLION 
 
Population of Australia 
post WWII 



 
BRITAIN 
 
Home country of the 
largest group of post 
WWII migrants to 
Australia 

COMMUNISM 
 
Form of government that 
believes the people 
should control the 
means of production 

 
INTEGRATION 
 
Policy whereby migrants 
could retain their 
cultural traditions in 
their new land 

IRO 
 
International Refugee 
Organisation 

 
NEW ZEALAND 
 
People from here can 
freely enter and work 
in Australia without 
Visas or work permits 

 
ONE NATION 
 
Political party opposed 
to immigration 

 
TOLERANCE 
 
Acceptance of 
differences 

VIETNAM 
 
Origin of many boat 
people 

 
YUGOSLAVIA 
 
Origin of second 
highest group of post 
WWII European 
immigrants up to 1985 



 


