THE LANGUAGE OF TIME and PLACE: A Brief History of Petra     NAME___________________
Complete the following passages using the words from the list below each section.
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Petra is in a great rift valley east of Wadi 'Araba in Jordan about 80 kilometers ________ of the Dead Sea. It became important in the _________ first ____________ BCE (BC) because of the spice trade. The city was the main city of ancient Nabataea and was famous for two things: its trade and its water engineering systems. The town grew up around its Colonnaded Street in the first century CE (AD) and by the mid-first century had quickly become a large city. The city-center was laid out on either sides of the Colonnaded Street in a long line between the theater in the east and the Qasr al-Bint in the west. The quarries were probably opened in this _____________, and there was continuous building through the first and second centuries CE. 
	late
	century
	south
	period


The Treasury 
According to tradition, around 1200 _____, the Edomites lived in the Petra area. ___________ the Israelite came into the area, the Edomites controlled the trade routes from Arabia in the south to Damascus in the north. Little is known about the Edomites at Petra itself, but as a people they were known for their wisdom, their writing, their textile industry, the excellence and fineness of their ceramics, and their skilled metal working. The _______ chapter of history belongs to the Persian ___________, and it is suggested that during this time the Nabataeans migrated into Edom, forcing the Edomites to move into southern Palestine. But little is known about Petra proper until about 312 BC then the Nabataeans, one of many Arab tribes, occupied it and made it the capital of their kingdom. At this time, the Ptolemies, the whole area flourished with increased trade and the establishment of new towns such as Philadelphia (Rabbath 'Ammon, modern Amman) and Gerasa (modern Jerash 
	BCE
	next
	period
	Before


The inhabitants ____________ the _____________ Period recycled many standing structures and rock-cut monuments, while also making their own buildings, including. Among the rock-cut monuments they reused is the great tomb or the Ad-Dayr (known also as 'The Monastery'), which was changed into a church. When the change in trade routes happened Petra became less important. Then there was a devastating earthquake that affected the city in 551 CE, and ruined much of the city. With the rise of Islam, Petra became unimportant and it was only in 1812, the first time _________ the Crusades, that people heard of it again. This was ________ it was re-discovered by the Swiss explorer Johann Ludwig Burckhardt. 
	when
	during
	since
	Byzantine


Text adapted from  Brown University’s History of Petra
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Anthropology/Petra/excavations/history.html
